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MISSION AND VISION 

 

Center for Honors, Scholars and Leadership Mission 
Through innovative programs and initiatives in the areas of curriculum development, undergraduate 

research, leadership studies, student development, and global and community engagement, The 

Center for Honors, Scholars and Leadership fosters a community of UNC students as they become 

socially responsible citizen scholars and leaders.  

 

Honors Program Vision 
University of Northern Colorado’s Honors Program vision is to build a community of intellectually 

engaged, innovative student scholars who enrich the world as responsible global citizens.  

 

Honors Program Mission 
The mission of the University of Northern Colorado (UNC) Honors Program is two-fold: 

 

Honors Interdisciplinary Program: 

The University of Northern Colorado Honors Interdisciplinary Program develops a diverse 

community of intellectually engaged student scholars through an enriched curriculum that promotes 

critical thinking, inquiry and analysis, integrative learning, intercultural competence, community 

engagement, and creative problem solving. 

 

Upper Division Honors Program: 

The University of Northern Colorado Upper Division Honors Program develops a diverse 

community of intellectually engaged student scholars through an enriched curriculum that supports 

scholarly and creative contributions to the disciplinary discourse and promotes self-driven 

integrative learning and community engagement.
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HONORS PROGRAM STAFF 
 

Loree Crow, Executive Director for Undergraduate Academic Engagement 
 

Email: loree.crow@unco.edu  

Phone: 970-351-2948 

 

Margaret McKeown Kelley, 
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LIFE OF THE MIND AND HONORS CONNECTIONS SEMINARS 
 

Life of the Mind Courses 
Students may take up to three Life of the Mind courses to meet Academic Foundations requirements. 

These courses engage students in topics that often cross disciplinary boundaries, explore subjects 

more deeply, and examine the many diverse ways of knowing. These courses change each semester. 

Contact the office about the upcoming Honors approved Life of the Mind courses! 

 

*Life of the Mind courses are not restricted to the Honors population; they are open to all 

undergraduates at the university and may be used to meet a portion of a studentôs UNC Liberal Arts 

Core requirements if the courses are chosen carefully to fit into designated core categories. 

 

Honors Connections Seminars 
In addition to Life of the Mind courses, students may take up to two Honors Connections Seminars.  

The connections seminars allow students to learn about a topic in depth from several perspectives. 

HON100 courses emphasize the connections between self and community in an interdisciplinary 

format, and HON 200 courses engage students in an analysis of values and ethics in the context of 

the times. HON395 are special topics and are generally highly engaged or interesting special issue-

based courses. Unlike Life of the Mind courses, only Honors students may enroll in the Honors 

Connections Seminars. 

 

Special Considerations regarding Life of the Mind courses and Honors Connections Seminars: 

 

V Life of the Mind courses change each semester and they are not all offered every year. While 

some are taught on an annual basis, most are taught only every other year. Students may 

inquire in the Honors office at any time to learn which Life of the Mind courses are 

scheduled to be taught within the next couple of semesters. 

V Life of the Mind courses are open to all students at UNC, and often fill quickly. Contact the 

Honors office if you would like a seat in a closed class to see if any extra seats will be 

available.  

V 
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RESOURCES FOR STAYING ON TRACK 

Honors Staff Advising 
Honors Program Staff, including the Graduate Assistant for Advising and Communication, provide 

advising each semester to all Honors Students. Honors Advising is mandatory for first-year Honors 

students but may be completed in various ways to be convenient for the student. Students will attend 

one individual advising session each semester. Group advising sessions and drop-in advising may be 

offered depending on the semester. 

Honors Program Newsletter 
Regular news and updates from the Honors Program and the Student Honors Council are sent 

through the Honors newsletter (Listserv and EMMA Software). This is the best way for students to 

obtain current information on all Honors Program news, funding opportunities, Student Honors 

Council events, and other items of interest to UNC's Honors community. All new Honors Students 

are automatically subscribed to this newsletter. If you are not receiving e-mails from the Honors 

newsletter (there is normally at least one per week during the academic year), then please send an e-

mail to honors@unco.edu to ask to be subscribed.    

Honors Program Facebook 
The URL Link to the UNC Honors Program Facebook Community Page is 

https://www.facebook.com/UncsHonorsProgram. Come like the page! Many notices and event 

announcements will be posted here.   

Honors Program Planning/Progress Worksheet 
The Honors Program office monitors student progress toward meeting course and program 

requirements and provides Planning Worksheets/Progress Reports to assist students with 

understanding the courses they must take and to document their current status in meeting all Honors-

related requirements. In between Honors advising meetings, use the Program Planning Worksheet to 

track your own progress and plan your future honors coursework. A Program Planning/Progress 

Worksheet will be completed for you at each advising session. (See Appendices) 

 

Sources for Other Detailed Information 
Honors Program course and requirement information may be found in the University of Northern 

Colorado Catalog at http://catalog.unco.edu/. 

mailto:honors@unco.edu
https://www.facebook.com/UncsHonorsProgram
http://catalog.unco.edu/
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SCHOLARSHIPS & CONFERENCE O

http://www.unco.edu/hsl/our
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Conferences 
 

Honors students have the chance to attend annual conferences at which they present their research 

and learn about the work that other university students are engaged in. Funding may be available to 

assist with travel expenses. Please contact the Honors office for additional information. 

 

NCUR (National Conference on Undergraduate Research) 

Honors students may compete annually to attend NCUR. The conference is held each year for 

students from all colleges and universities across the nation to present their research to a national 

audience. Students must first submit their research abstract to the Fall Undergraduate Research 

symposium to be eligible for consideration to represent UNC at NCUR. Seniors completing their 

Honors projects who are engaged in research are encouraged to apply. 
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SHC Officers 
 

President: The SHC president assists the other officers and ensures the Council functions 

smoothly, setting meetings, organizing the SHC Retreat and assisting the Director for Honors 

with the New Student Retreat planning. The president also assists with recruitment and retention 

of Honors students. The President or their designee serves as the liaison between the student 

Honors Program membership and the Honors Executive Staff and Faculty Advisory Councils.  

 

Vice President: The Vice President works closely with the president and the HSL office staff 

to best serve the council, creates agendas for the whole council and executive committee 

meetings, aids the group in their endeavors and provide support when applicable and coordinates 

pre/post event planning sheet deadlines. 

 

Treasurer: The Treasurer leads the Fundraising Committee, is responsible for keeping the 

financial records of the Student Honors Council honestly and accurately, informs other members 

of the Student Honors Council of the financial status of the organization, making payments and 

accepting receipts as directed by the president and other members of the council, and assists the 

president with preparing the annual budget 

 

Secretary: The secretary takes minutes during meetings, emails those minutes to the whole 

council within 48 hours of the meetings, uploads minutes to the Dropbox (or other digital 

organizational tool), and helps maintain organization for the council as a whole. 

 

Event Planning Committee Lead: The leader must be someone who has been on the 

council for at least one year or a transfer student with experience in event planning. Will report 

details of event planning to the executive committee, delegate tasks within the committee and 

lead meetings for the committee and create meeting agendas. 

 

Historian/Social Media Specialist: Will be in charge of creating materials to market 

events put on by the council. Will help with marketing for events, promote events future and past 

on the UNCO Honors Facebook Page and other social media, be responsible to be sure that 

photos/videos are taken at each event, will be in charge of creating a newsletter, at least one per 



http://www.unco.edu/honors
http://www.unco.edu/honors
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HONORS INTERDISCIPLINARY PROGRAM  
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