






TAs: 
Dan Kingsley, 
Katie Johnson, 
Hailie Macy, 
Karissa Terry, 
Isabel Martinez-Venegas

1st place - Dan & The Lightning Sharks
2nd place - Karissa & J.BAH

3rd place - Hailie & The Freudians
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Dan Kingsley, 
Katie Johnson, 
Hailie Macy, 
Karissa Terry, 
Angie Kaufmann, 
Dani Magasano, 
Kayla Garza, 
Reagan Flaherty, 
Destiny Buller, 
Rowan Smart

Mentors:

As a way of building community and having
fun, the peer mentor groups competed against
each other. The peer mentor groups were able
to earn points from 1:1 meetings with peer

mentors, study times, hangouts, and so many
other fun things. Pictured to the left is Dan
Kingsley the mentor whose group won first
place. Dan is holding a water bottle with his

peer mentor group's logo and each mentee got
one in Dan's group! 

This year the Honors Program created a new program to build a stronger and
more inclusive community. We developed peer mentor groups as a way to
connect students in a time that was challenging because of the virtual landscape.
Our Teaching Assistants were able to continue building communities in our
Honors 101 courses and to create bridges between the course material and the
program's holistic curriculum. These programs provided opportunities for Honors
students to take leadership roles and become more involved in Honors.  





F A L L  A W A R D  N O T I C E S

Jakob Coykendall (Asian Studies)
Bianca Ramos (Sociology)
Kenneth Trey Kochevar (Theatre Arts - Acting) 
Jasmine Poblano (Chicana/o & Latina/o Studies)
Rose Glaser (Human Services)
Adeleine Santos (Sociology)
Tim Crowther (Cellular and Molecular Biology) 
Angel Garcia (Theatre Arts - Acting)
Alexandria Colpitts (Biology, emphasis in Ecology and
Evolution)
Gisselle Lopez Hernandez (Political Sciences and
Mexican American Studies)
Sydney McCormick (Criminology and Criminal Justice)
Katrina Stelk (Theatre Arts - Acting)
Natalie Horn (Cellular and Molecular Biology)
Ashley Lovely (Business Administration, Marketing, Art
and Design)
Isabella Cordon (Psychology, Human Services) 
Hailie Macy (Psychology) 
Dani Magasano (Business Administration)
Isabel Martinez-Venegas (Biology)
Rowan Smart (Psychology)
Olivia Sponsler-Sanchez (Psychology)

S P R I N G  A W A R D  N O T I C E
This spring the Office of Undergraduate Research awarded $14,507 in stipends, supplies,
and conference participation fees to 20 students. These students represented 15 different
majors on campus. 

S P R I N G  2 0 2 1  A W A R D E E S

Dani Magasano (Business Administration)
Camille Lucas (Business Administration-Marketing)
Samantha Ewing (Business Administration-Computer
Information Systems)
Lisa O'Connor (Political Science, Art and Design)
Ricel Lopez (Human Services)
Adeleine Santos (Sociology)
Douglas Anthony Mellon (Software Engineering)
Ayman Alhazmi (Business Administration-Computer
Information Systems)
Aaron Updike (Chemistry):
Claire Hamilton (Biological Sciences-Pre-Health
Emphasis):
Natalie Sue Crouch (Biomedical Sciences and Chemistry)
Fahad Dahish (Computer Information System)
Zachary Gonzales (Philosophy and English)
Isabel Martinez-Venegas (Biology)

https://www.unco.edu/office-undergraduate-research/


UNDERGRADUATE ORAL HUMANϥTϥES & ARTS
WϥNNER: SAMUEL SHERMAN

The Voice of Androgyny: A Gender Analysis of the Countertenor Within Opera 
Faculty Sponsor: Brian Luedloff

FϥNALϥSTS:  NATHAN REϥCH
Bilingual Education in Paraguay: An Oral Language in the Written Classroom
Faculty Sponsor: Enrique Bernales Albites

UNDERGRADUATE ORAL NATURAL & HEALTH SCϥENCES

Natalie Crouch
Western Rattlesnake Venom
Components
Faculty Sponsor: Stephen Mackessy

FϥNALϥSTS:  NATALϥE CROUCH & HUNTER NOEL

UNDERGRADUATE ORAL SOCϥAL SCϥENCES, EDUCATϥON,
BUSϥNESS

Accent Modification and ϥdentity: A Phenomenological Study Exploring the
Experiences of ϥnternational Students and ϥmmigrants/Refugees
Faculty Sponsor: Christina Farrell

FϥNALϥSTS:  GABRϥELA MASZTALERZ

Child Maltreatment, Depression, and Chronic Pain among College Students: An
Exploratory Study
Faculty Sponsor: Eric Peterson

UNDEGRADUATE POSTER SOCϥAL SCϥENCES, EDUCATϥON,
BUSϥNESS

FϥNALϥSTS:  OLϥVϥA SPONSLER-SANCHEZ

What's in a Font: the Hidden Secrets of Society in Fonts
Faculty Sponsor: Kristin Bovaird-Abbo

DEVELOPϥNG SCHOLARS (1ST & 2ND YEAR STUDENTS)
FϥNALϥST -  POSTER

FϥNALϥSTS:  ANGϥE KAUFMANN

Hunter Noel
HPLC Analysis of ϥllicit Drugs -
Azithromycin and Amoxicillin
Faculty Sponsor: Corina Browno
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HONORS SCHOLARSHϥP

PAUL HEϥDGER SCHOLARSHϥP

Awardee: Zoe Bonasera 

THE PAUL HEϣDGER SCHOLARSHϣP ϣS  AWARDED TO A STUDENT WHO ϣS ACCEPTED ϣNTO
THE UNϣVERSϣTY ɅS  HONORS PROGRAM. TO QUALϣFY FOR THϣS OPPORTUNϣTY THE
APPLϣCANT MUST BE ACCEPTED ϣNTO THE UNϣVERSϣTY ɅS  HONORS PROGRAM.
PREFERENCE WϣLL BE GϣVEN TO A STUDENT WHO ϣS STUDYϣNG OR PLANS ON STUDYϣNG
THE SCϣENCES AND PREFERENCE WϣLL BE GϣVEN TO EXCEPTϣONAL STUDENTS DURϣNG
THE FRESHMAN YEAR

BARBARA HEϥDGER MEMORϥAL SCHOLARSHϥP



THAT ϣ  DO HAVE ϣNNER RESOURCES
THAT RELATϣONSHϣPS ARE CENTRAL.
THAT ONE LEARNS TO FEEL MORE FROM BOTH LOVE AND LOSS
THAT WORK ϣS A SAVϣNG GRACE
THAT THE WAY YOU MEET A TROUBLE ϣS ϣMPORTANT
THAT ϣT  ϣS  NECESSARY TO FORGϣVE AND TO KNOW WHEN TO FORGϣVE.
THAT LOYAL FRϣENDS COUNT.
THAT THE FAϣLURE TO CREATE ϣS  A FELT FAϣLURE.
THAT WϣLD BϣRDS CAN BRϣNG PLEASURE.
THAT MUSϣC CAN BRϣNG PLEASURE.
THAT THESE THϣNGS CAN HELP SAVE ONE.
THAT POETRY ϣS  A PART OF LϣFE.

RON EDGERTON, DϣRECTOR OF UNC HONORS PROGRAM FROM 1985 TO 2000,  WAS
MARRϣED TO BECKY R.  EDGERTON, A SCHOLAR,  AND SEEKER OF ϣNTELLECTUAL
WϣSDOM.  BECKY EXEMPLϣFϣED EVERYTHϣNG THAT ϣS  HONORS.  
FOLLOWϣNG ϣS A SELECTϣON FROM A POEM WRϣTTEN BY BECKY THAT ENCOMPASSES
THE ESSENCE OF HONORS EDUCATϣON.
BECKY ASKED HERSELF ɈWHAT HAVE ϣ  LEARNED, THEN?ɉ  AND SHE ANSWERED: 

THϣS EDGERTON MEMORϣAL AWARD ϣS FOR THE HONORS GRADUATE WHO COMBϣNES
THE COMPLETϣON OF A MERϣTORϣOUS THESϣS WϣTH THE GREATEST BREADTH OF
ϣNTELLECTUAL CURϣOSϣTY AMONG HONORS PEERS.
L ϣSA 'S PROJECT WAS ONE OF THE MOST CREATϣVE,  OUT-OF-THE-BOX,
ϣNTERDϣSCϣPLϣNARY PROJECTS ϣ  HAVE EVER SEEN,  AS WELL AS DEMONSTRATϣNG THE
ESSENCE OF ϣNTELLECTUAL CURϣOSϣTY.  L ϣSA 'S PROJECT DELVED ϣNTO FEMALE ϣDENTϣTY
AT ϣTS MOST BASE LEVEL,  ASKϣNG WOMEN ON THE SPOT TO ANSWER THE QUESTϣON:
"WHO ARE YOU, F ϣRST?"
THEN FOLLOWϣNG UP WϣTH "WHO ARE YOU NEXT?"  AND REPEATED THROUGH SEVEN
LEVELS OF ϣDENTϣTY.  EACH ANSWER WAS WϣTNESSED AND RECORDED, AND THE
ANSWERS WERE COLOR-CODED. COMMON ϣDENTϣTϣES ϣNCLUDED "STUDENT,"
"DAUGHTER,"  "MOTHER,"  "TEACHER,"  "CHRϣSTϣAN,"  AND MANY OTHERS.  THESE COLORS
THAT REPRESENTED THE ϣDENTϣTϣES WERE THEN FORMED ϣNTO A MATHEMATϣCALLY
CONSTRUCTED ART DESϣGN WϣTH LARGER BANDS REPRESENTϣNG THE FϣRST ϣDENTϣTY,













T h e s i s �XP T i t l e : �XP D a t a �VP D r i v e n �VP A r t �VP a s �VP a n �VP E x p l o r a t i o n �VP o f
I d e n t i t y
W h a t �XP H o n o r s �XP h a s �XP m e a n t �XP t o �XP y o u : �XPI �VP h a v e �VP e n j o y e d �VP b e i n g �VP a
p a r t �VP o f �VP t h e �VP H o n o r s �VP p r o g r a m �VP a �VP g r e a t �VP d e a l . �VP M y �VP f a v o r i t e
p a r t �VP w a s �VP t h e �VP e a r l y �VP c l a s s e s , �VP w h e r e �VP s m a l l �VP g r o u p s
d i s c u s s e d �VP o u r �VP d i f f e r e n t �VP i d e a s �VP f o r �VP r e s e a r c h . �VP O f �VP c o u r s e ,
v e r y �VP f e w �VP o f �VP o u r �VP p r o j e c t s �VP t u r n e d �VP o u t �VP t o �VP b e �VP w h a t �VP w e �VP f i r s t
i m a g i n e d , �VP b u t �VP t h a t �VP w a s �VP t h e �VP f u n �VP o f �VP i t . �VP I �VP e n j o y e d �VP h e a r i n g
a s �VP t h e �VP p r o j e c t s �VP s h i f t e d �VP a n d �VP g r e w �VP i n �VP s c o p e �VP o r �VP g o t �VP r e f i n e d
i n t o �VP s o m e t h i n g �VP e n t i r e l y �VP n e w .
A f t e r �XP c o l l e g e �XP p l a n s :�VP G r a d u a t e �VP s c h o o l �VP o r �VP f u r t h e r
s c h o o l i n g : �VP M a s t e r s �VP i n �VP P u b l i c �VP A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
M a j o r :�VP P o l i t i c a l �VP S c i e n c e

UHP�9PGraduate

A S H L E Y �XP S N E L L
HIP,�9PUHP�9PGraduate

D E L A N E E �XP G R O S S H A N S

T h e s i s �XP T i t l e : �XP N o i s e �VP E x p o s u r e �VP o f �VP H i g h �VP S c h o o l �VP M a r c h i n g
B a n d s
W h a t �XP H o n o r s �XP h a s �XP m e a n t �XP t o �XP y o u : �XPT h e �VP H o n o r s �VP p r o g r a m �VP h a s
p r o v i d e d �VP m e �VP w i t h �VP o p p o r t u n i t i e s �VP t o �VP f u r t h e r �VP m y �VP l e a r n i n g �VP p a s t
t h e �VP t y p i c a l �VP c o u r s e w o r k �VP a n d �VP e x p l o r e �VP m y �VP a c a d e m i c �VP i n t e r e s t s .
I �VP h a v e �VP e n j o y e d �VP b e i n g �VP a �VP p a r t �VP o f �VP a �VP c o m m u n i t y �VP a t �VP U N C .�XP
A f t e r �XP c o l l e g e �XP p l a n s :�VP G r a d u a t e �VP s c h o o l �VP o r �VP f u r t h e r
s c h o o l i n g : �VP M a s t e r ' s �VP P r o g r a m �VP f o r �VP S p e e c h - L a n g u a g e
P a t h o l o g y
M a j o r :�VP A u d i o l o g y / S p e e c h �VP L a n g u a g e �VP S c i e n c e sHIP, UHP Graduate
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Thesis Title (Partial Honors Thesis completed): The
Relationship Between Physical Activity and Self-Esteem in Adults
with Hearing Loss
What Honors has meant to you: Being an Honors student gave
me many opportunities to learn through trial and error. It was
extremely beneficial to be able to make mistakes and grow from
them with my advisers and professors. I feel extremely ready to











Dr. Koplitz, Professor Emeritus of Educational Psychology, came to
UNC in 1958 and studied mental processes of advanced intellects.
Because of his experience in gifted education, the task of
establishing an Honors program was given to Koplitz. In only a
year and-a half, Koplitz established the UNC Honors Program with
partnership in 19 departments on campus as well as establishing
the Honors thesis tradition that still stands to this day as one of
the more rigorous Honors thesis requirements in the State. As
founder of the UNC’s Honors Program, Gene Koplitz began a
tradition that centered on the intellectual development of many of
the University’s top students. Throughout his professional career,
Dr. Koplitz presented research papers at international, regional,
state, and local levels, and he made a large impact on all he met
and taught. Sadly, Gene passed away in early September 2017 and
is survived by his wife, Peggy, his children David and Stephanie,
and five grandchildren

The Honors Program is pleased to recognize the generosity of
Ronald K Edgerton who provided the gifts to create the
permanent fund to perpetuate excellence in the University
Honors Program through the Becky R. Edgerton Memorial
Honors Scholarship. Dr. Edgerton was Director of the Honors
Program from 1985 to 2000. Becky Edgerton (April 22, 1941-
December 17, 1999) loved poetry, opera, and good movies; The
New York Times Book Review and The New Yorker magazine,
good literature, wine, and conversation; feminist theory, loyal
friends, and her family. For her, reading was a way of life, and
she read just about everything. She published poetry, taught in
the Honors and Life of the Mind programs. We honor Becky
Edgerton through the Becky R. Edgerton Memorial Honors
Scholarship.



Greg and Kaye Holman’s love of students and belief
in the power of education to transform lives
strongly guided how they give of their time and
talents. As recipients of a variety of grants and
scholarships over the course of their academic
careers, Greg and Kaye hoped to support other
first-generation students through the
establishment of the Gregory E. and Debra K.
Holman Scholarship. In directing their support
towards honors and leadership students, the
Holmans recognized the students Kaye had worked





CONTACT THE

HONORS

PROGRAM
Center for Honors, Scholars, and Leadership

Michener Library Suite L-98
501 20th Street, Campus Box 13

Greeley, CO 80639-0072

ADDRESS:

PHONE NUMBER:
(970) 351-2940

EMAIL ADDRESS:
honors@unco.edu
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