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Information	for	Prospective	Capstone	Advisors	
The University Honors Program culminates in the Honors Capstone project.  The project may be 
completed in one of three different paths: 

• Research Path – Students complete an Honors research thesis in any discipline or an 
interdisciplinary thesis.  The discipline of the thesis does



 

A completed honors capstone project 



 

meeting schedules are regularly scheduled and occur at least every other week. Some 
advisors also choose to meet face-to-face with their advisee once a month, using frequent 
e-mail communication between meetings to keep the project on track.  

6. 



 

help students find relevant resources or direct them to a librarian. 

http://www.unco.edu/osp/ethics/irb/index.html
/writing-center/


 

 
General Timeline and Steps for  

RESEARCH Based Projects 
Semester 1:  
Developing the Project Preliminary Proposal/Prospectus (Enrolled in 1 credit of HON351 or 
UNIV431) 

• Refine a research topic  
• Start reading relevant literature 



 

 
General Timeline and Steps for 

CREATIVE OR APPLIED CAPSTONE Projects 
 
Semester 1:  
Developing the Capstone/Creative Project (Enrolled in 1 credit of HON351) 

• Commit to thesis project 
• Read the Honors project requirements in the student handbook 
• Develop general area of interest(s) 
• Start reading relevant literature/exploring relevant works and create a tracking system for 

the review process 
• Refine project topic and purpose and develop specific plan to complete identified 

expected product 
• Work with HON351 instructor and Honors Program staff to find a project advisor 
• Write a full project proposal including introduction, project, background research, artist 

statement (if applicable), timeline, and references.   
• Obtain signatures for the proposal on the capstone proposal approval form 

 
Semester 2-3 (may be one, two or three semesters of work):  
Conducting the Project (Enrolled in 1-2 credits of HON451 each semester for a TOTAL of 2 
credit hours OR may take a directed studies course with their thesis advisor for up to 2 credits 
towards their project OR may enroll in departmental capstone courses to use for Honors 
Capstone, if approve by Schulze Chair and Honors Capstone Advisor.) 

• Meet with the capstone advisor regularly as needed  
• Finalize specific plan to complete identified expected product  
• Finish background research and/or artist statement  
• Obtain any necessary software or supplies 
• Engage in rehearsal or production/creation of project 

 
FINAL SEMESTER 
Concluding the Capstone/Creative Project (Enrolled in 1 credit of HON451 or discipline 
based capstone course) 

• Meet with the capstone advisor regularly  
• Create a final version product for the project (i.e. musical score, photographic portfolio of 

visual work, poetry collection, unit plan, etc.) 
• Write discussion/reflection section 
• Revisions, revisions, revisions: plan on completing at least three full drafts 
• Present work at Student Showcase for Artists and Scholars or other appropriate venue, 

conference, class, etc. 
• Obtain signatures of final approval from thesis advisor, departmental liaison, and honors 

director on the Final Capstone Approval form.  
• Print finished thesis in the Honors office (Michener L-98) for binding and include one or 

more final products if appropriate (i.e. a CD recording of a musical composition as well 
as the written score) 
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University Honors Program Staff 
Loree Crow, Executive Director for Undergraduate Academic Engagement 

Email: loree.crow@unco.edu  
Phone: 970-351-2948 

 
Corinne Wieben, Ph.D., Schulze Chair for Honors and Interdisciplinary Studies 
 Email: Corinne.Wieben@unco.edu 
 Ross 3295A 
 
Margaret McKeown Kelley, Student & Faculty Support Specialist 

Email: margaret.kelley@unco.edu   
Phone: 970-351-2940 
 

Krista Caufman, Director for McNair Scholars 
Email: krista.caufman@unco.edu  
Phone: 970-351-1920 
 

Jordan Garcia, Ph.D., Assistant Director and Instructor for McNair Scholars 
 Email: Jordan.garcia@unco.edu 
 Phone 970-351-4618 
 
Location 

U-Engage (Undergraduate Academic Engagemengage 

mailto:Corinne.Wieben@unco.edu
mailto:Jordan.garcia@unco.edu
http://www.unco.edu/honors
mailto:honors@unco.edu
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§ Honors Program students who are enrolled in HON451 are required to obtain feedback from their 

capstone advisors in order to provide the Honors Program with the current status of the student and 
project.   

§ Each semester the student is enrolled in HON451, the student must submit a minimum of 2 

mailto:loree.crow@unco.edu
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§ Honors Program students must obtain approval of their Honors Capstone Project before printing. 
§ This form should be completed and submitted by the following semester deadlines:  

o Fall: December 1  Spring: May 1  Summer: August 1 
§ If additional time is required to obtain Full Approval, this form should still be turned in by the 

deadline. The final capstone MUST BE APPROVED no later than the last day of the semester 
when the student is graduating, or the student’s Honors distinction will be removed from their 
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