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Spring 2017 Syllabi for Introduction to Cultural Anthropology – 20209 ANT 110-004 
Instructor: Dr. Ather Zia; ather.zia@unco.edu, 970-351-4580; Office: Candelaria 2241 
Timing: 12:30 pm- 1:45 pm; TR; Location: Candelaria 1220 
Office Hours:  Tuesday & Thursday from 10:55-12:25 or by appointment 
Final Exam & Final Assignment: Wednesday May 3, 10:45 am – 1:15 pm 

Pre-requisite: An Open Mind 
 
Course Description  
This course introduces students to the field of sociocultural anthropology—the study of human 

mailto:ather.zia@unco.edu
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Grading Policies 
Attendance       30 points approx. (1 per class) 
Blogs          42 points approx. (3*14 points) 
Presentation       20 points 



http://calendar.unco.edu/calendar/EventList.aspx?fromdate=2%2f9%2f2015&todate=4%2f9%2f2015&view=DateTime
http://calendar.unco.edu/calendar/EventList.aspx?fromdate=2%2f9%2f2015&todate=4%2f9%2f2015&view=DateTime
https://www.facebook.com/������Ƶappanthropology/
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Bookmark websites: 
American Anthropological Association (AAA) at http://www.aaanet.org/resources/students/ 
More on careers in anthropology: http://www.aaanet.org/profdev/careers/index.cfm and 
http://www.thisisanthropology.com/index.cfm 
 
Email 
I will use email often for a variety of reasons including but not limited to, sending information 
about changes in the weeks agenda, notifying students about an exercise, and maintaining contact 
with students. I encourage students to use email if they want more information about something 
mentioned in lecture, if they have a question about lecture material and assignments or if they 

http://www.unco.edu/dos/honor_code/index.html
http://www.unco.edu/dos/honor_code/understanding_plagiarism.html
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Schedule of Classes 
PLEASE NOTE: 1) Readings are due the day they are listed. 2) Blogs are due online, at the start of 
the week by Tuesday 11:59 pm. 3) Readings/documentaries are subject to change. Thank you 
 

WEEK 1: What is Anthropology?  
 10 Jan: Mechanics/Introductions  
 12 Jan:  IC, Page 1-33; Discussion; Short Video Boas or Mead  

 
WEEK 2: History of Anthropology 

 17 Jan: History of Anthropology  
 19 Jan: continue discussion of history reading 
 Video The Shackles of Tradition – Franz Boas  (52 minutes/view in parts) 

 
WEEK 3: Fieldwork and Ethnography 

 24 Jan: The Subject, Method and Scope of this Inquiry from Malinowski, Bronislaw 
o Begin thinking about your ethnography project 

 26 Jan:  Continue same readings. Video - Stories from the Jungle, Bronislaw 
Malinowski (approx. 60 minutes) 

o Discuss Rubric/Sample of Ethnography project/Quiz 1 
 
WEEK 4:  Spatial Locations   

 31 Jan: How do we situate ourselves in space? The American front Porch, Sue 
Bridwell, IC  

 2 Feb: continue  
 
WEEK 5: Time is all we have 

 7 Feb: Cultural Notions of Time, & Time is for Savoring, Ellen Goodman IC  
 9 Feb: Continue - Fieldwork & Submit Part 1 of project online 

 
WEEK 6: Language: We are what we Speak 

 14 Feb: Is language quintessentially human, & Ursula Le Guin, She unnames them, 
Alna Dundes Seeing is believing IC  

 16 Feb: Continue and Quiz 2 
 
WEEK 7: Relatives and Relations   
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WEEK 9: Ethnographic Writing 
 7 March: Ethnography & Ethnographic writing (Handout will be posted on BB)  
 9 March: Bring your writing / Quiz 3 

 
Spring Break March 11-19 
 
WEEK 10: Food for thought  

 21 March: What constitutes food? IC & Jill Dubisch, You are what you eat, IC 
 23 March: Continue and Submit Part 2 of Assignment 

 
WEEK 11: Clothing Matters 

 28 March: Clothing does more than cover your body, IC  & Julio Ramos Ribero 
Alienation IC 

 30 March: Continue same readings 
 
WEEK 12 – Anthropology of women or Feminist Anthropology  

 4 April: Milton Kay, 1979, Male Bias in Anthropology  & Ortner, Sherry B. Is female to 
male as nature is to culture? 

 6 April: Continue readings 
o Two Spirits Documentary  
o Quiz 4 

 
WEEK 13: Perspectives on Gender, Sexuality and Identity 

 11 April: Sex and Temperament in Three Primitive Societies, Margaret Mead & 
Gender in Science: Emily Martin “The Egg and the Sperm”  

 13 April: Continue same readings  
 

WEEK 14: Engaged Anthropology and the Wider World 
 18 April: Scheper-Hughes Nancy, 1995, The Primacy of the Ethical: Propositions for 

a Militant Anthropology Current Anthropology, Vol. 36, No. 3 
 20 April: continue / Discuss Assignment 

 
WEEK 15: Anthropology as a career 

 25 April: Why Anthropology as a major and a career?  
 27 April: Continue / Submit Final Assignment online (open till 11:59 pm) 
 

WEEK 16: Finals Week 

 3 May: Final Exam Quiz 5  at 10:45 am – 1:15 pm 
 


