


You want to place the case in its proper context, which will enable you to understand its relationships 



You want to develop an understanding of the court’s legal reasoning. The point of an opinion is for the 

court to explain why it has decided a case in a particular way.  

To understand the legal reasoning in the case, ask yourself the following questions:  

 What, at bottom, does the case really seem to be about? 

 What arguments does the court use to justify its answer to the legal question you’ve 

identified? 

 What other cases does the court cite for support?  

o Does it distinguish other cases? 

 





 

Group Exercises: 

 

A group of interpreters (3-4) can be assigned this task and divide up the elements of the 

analysis and then work together to discuss their findings and create the final analysis to submit 

to the mentor.   

 

Multiple groups can analyze the same case and then engage in a facilitated discussion to 

https://legaldictionary.net/case-law/

