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Program Title:

Synopsis of Program:

Hispanic-Serving Institutions: Enriching Learning, Programs, and Student Experiences (HSI:ELPSE)

Hispanic Serving Institutions (HSIs) are an important component of the nation's higher education
ecosystem and play a critical role in realizing the National Science Board's vision for a more diverse and
capable science and engineering workforce . Aligned with this vision and the NSF Strategic Plan , the



Cognizant Program Officer(s):

Please note that the following information is current at the time of publishing. See program website for any updates to the points
of contact.

Michael J. Ferrara, telephone: (703) 292-2635, email: mferrara@nsf.gov

Sonja Montas-Hunter, telephone: (703) 292-7404, email: smontash@nsf.gov

James Alvarez, telephone: (703) 292-2323, email: jalvarez@nsf.gov

Sonal S. Dekhane, telephone: (703) 405-8977, email: sdekhane@nsf.gov

Elsa Gonzalez, telephone: (703) 292-4690, email: elgonzal@nsf.gov

Julio G. Soto, telephone: (703) 292-2973, email: jgsoto@nsf.gov

Applicable Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance (CFDA) Number(s):

47.076 --- STEM Education

Award Information

Anticipated Type of Award: Standard Grant or Continuing Grant

Estimated Number of Awards: 23 to 33

The program anticipates making:

7 - 9 Educational Instrumentation awards

Project length: Up to two years

Award Size: $200,000

10 - 14 IEP Level 1 awards

Project length: Up to three years

Award Size: $500,000

6 - 10 IEP Level 2 awards

Project length: Up to five years ;

Award Size: $1,000,000

Anticipated Funding Amount: $19,000,000

Estimated program budget, number of awards, and average award size/duration are subject to the availability of funds.

Eligibility Information

Who May Submit Proposals:

Institutions (PUIs) in all other (non-EPSCoR) jurisdictions. Please see the discussion of the Educational
Instrumentation Track below for specific details.

Proposals may only be submitted by the following:

To be eligible for funding in the IEP Track, an institution must meet the following criteria:

1. Be an accredited institution of higher education.

2. Offer Undergraduate STEM educational programs that result in certificates or degrees.

3. Satisfy the definition of an HSI as specified in section 502 of the Higher Education Act of
1965 (20 U.S.C. 1101a). In particular, institutions will be required to submit an updated
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Who May Serve as PI:

Limit on Number of Proposals per Organization:

Limit on Number of Proposals per PI or co-PI: 2

Proposal Preparation and Submission Instructions

A. Proposal Preparation Instructions

Letters of Intent: Not required

Preliminary Proposal Submission: Not required

Full Proposals:

Full Proposals submitted via Research.gov: NSF Proposal and Award Policies and Procedures Guide (PAPPG)
guidelines apply. The complete text of the PAPPG is available electronically on the NSF website at:
https://www.nsf.gov/publications/pub_summ.jsp?ods_key=pappg.

Full Proposals submitted via Grants.gov: NSF Grants.gov Application Guide: A Guide for the Preparation and
Submission of NSF Applications via Grants.gov guidelines apply (Note: The NSF Grants.gov Application Guide is
available on the Grants.gov website and on the NSF website at:
https://www.nsf.gov/publications/pub_summ.jsp?ods_key=grantsgovguide).

B. Budgetary Information

Cost Sharing Requirements:

Inclusion of voluntary committed cost sharing is prohibited.

eligibility letter from the U.S. Department of Education as a supplementary document.

4. Be designated as an HSI by the U.S. Department of Education
(https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ope/idues/eligibility.html#tips) at the time of
submission. Documentation from the Department of Education confirming HSI status
must be submitted as a supplemental document.

To be eligible for funding in the Educational Instrumentation Track, the institution must meet the
four criteria listed above at the time of submission and:

1. Be an eligible Primarily Undergraduate Institution (PUI). Eligible PUIs are accredited
colleges and universities (including two-year community colleges) that award Associates
degrees, Bachelor's degrees, and/or Master's degrees in NSF-supported fields, but have
awarded 20 or fewer Ph.D./D.Sci. degrees in all NSF-supported fields during the combined
previous two academic years; or

2. Be located in an EPSCoR jurisdiction at the time of submission.

A current list of EPSCoR jurisdictions can be found here:
https://new.nsf.gov/funding/initiatives/epscor/state-websites.

There are no restrictions or limits.

Educational Instrumentation Proposals: Eligible institutions may submit up to two proposals per year.

Implementation and Evaluation Proposals: Eligible institutions may submit up to a total of three IEP
proposals per solicitation deadline, regardless of level. An institution may, for example, submit three Level
1 IEP proposals, or one Level 1 IEP proposal and two Level 2 IEP proposals in the same deadline.

An individual may be listed as PI or Co-PI on at most two proposals per submission deadline.
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Indirect Cost (F&A) Limitations:

Not Applicable



intersecting characteristics. The HSI program celebrates the capacity for HSI-educated individuals to bring their



course-based undergraduate research or internship opportunities; or academic supports within or outside of the
classroom.

Institutional Structures and Pathways: Efforts that study and/or improve systems and opportunities that go beyond
students' direct experiences in their courses and degree programs. Projects of this type might center on innovations in
one or more of the following: 2-year to 4-year transfer pathways; dual-enrollment or dual-degree programs; academic
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plans for maintenance and procurement of necessary consumables as needed;

plans for faculty, staff, or student training as necessary; and

a discussion of how the project team will assess progress, document outcomes, and evaluate success in achieving
project goals.

Restrictions: The EI track will not support proposals that include the following:

Instrumentation and/or computing facilities intended primarily to support undergraduate research experiences in
specific investigators' labs.

Sustaining infrastructure and/or building systems. This category includes (but is not limited to) the installation of
or upgrades to infrastructure related to the supply of power, ventilation, water or research gases, routine multi-
purpose computer networks, standard safety features, and other general-purpose systems (e.g., toxic waste
removal systems and telecommunications equipment).

Construction, renovation, or modernization of rooms, buildings, or research facilities. This category refers to any
space where educational activities occur, whether "bricks-and-mortar", mobile, or virtual.



strengthening collaborations among faculty, administration, and staff in STEM departments, divisions, schools, or
colleges;

strengthening collaborations among institutions of higher education, including two-year colleges and rural
institutions;

establishing partnerships with industry and/or community organizations;

piloting systems and approaches to collect, organize, and analyze student data;
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Who May Serve as PI:

Limit on Number of Proposals per Organization:

Limit on Number of Proposals per PI or co-PI: 2

V. Proposal Preparation And Submission Instructions

A. Proposal Preparation Instructions

Full Proposal Preparation Instructions: Proposers may opt to submit proposals in response to this Program Solicitation
via Research.gov or Grants.gov.

Full Proposals submitted via Research.gov: Proposals submitted in response to this program solicitation should be
prepared and submitted in accordance with the general guidelines contained in the NSF Proposal and Award
Policies and Procedures Guide (PAPPG). The complete text of the PAPPG is available electronically on the NSF
website at: https://www.nsf.gov/publications/pub_summ.jsp?ods_key=pappg. Paper copies of the PAPPG may be
obtained from the NSF Publications Clearinghouse, telephone (703) 292-8134 or by e-mail from prompt you for
the program solicitation number.

Full proposals submitted via Grants.gov: Proposals submitted in response to this program solicitation via
Grants.gov should be prepared and submitted in accordance with the NSF Grants.gov Application Guide: A Guide for
the Preparation and Submission of NSF Applications via Grants.gov. The complete text of the NSF Grants.gov
Application Guide is available on the Grants.gov website and on the NSF website at:
(https://www.nsf.gov/publications/pub_summ.jsp?ods_key=grantsgovguide). To obtain copies of the Application
Guide and Application Forms Package, click on the Apply tab on the Grants.gov site, then click on the Apply Step 1:
Download a Grant Application Package and Application Instructions link and enter the funding opportunity
number, (the program solicitation number without the NSF prefix) and press the Download Package button. Paper

eligibility letter from the U.S. Department of Education as a supplementary document.

4. Be designated as an HSI by the U.S. Department of Education
(https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ope/idues/eligibility.html#tips) at the time of
submission. Documentation from the Department of Education confirming HSI status
must be submitted as a supplemental document.
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Project Descriptions for EI Proposals: The project description for EI proposals is limited to six (6) pages and should
address how the requested equipment will impact recruitment, retention, graduation and other positive outcomes for
undergraduate STEM students. Other components of an Equipment Proposal are noted in the PAPPG Chapter II.F.10. This
should, at a minimum, include the following:

a discussion of the need for the requested equipment;

a discussion of how students would benefit from the requested equipment, along with the estimated number of
students that would directly benefi



outline concrete mechanisms for institutionalization and sustainability of the project activities and should be
uploaded as supplemental documents.

Biographical Sketch of the External Evaluator: If an evaluator is named in the proposal, then a biographical
sketch can be included as a supplementary document. This must follow the NSF format for biosketches and must
not be a resume, CV, or quote for services.

Letter of Eligibility: The Institutions submitting an IEP or EI proposal to the HSI:ELPSE program must be a
Hispanic Serving Institution as defined by law in Section 502 of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1101a).
A copy of the most recent Letter of Eligibility from the Department of Education must be included as a
supplementary document. For collaborative proposals from multiple institutions, each submitting institution must
be a Hispanic Serving Institution and submit an Eligibility Letter. For collaborative proposals from a single
institution, an Eligibility Letter is required only from the lead institution.

Student Mentoring Plan: All IEP proposals that plan to financially support undergraduate students, for instanceAll IEP proposals
as tutors, peer mentors, research assistants, or other trainees must include a student mentoring plan of
maximum 1 page as a supplemental document. This document should discuss specific strategies that will be
utilized to provide academic, professional, and other valuable types of mentoring to these students. A student
mentoring plan is not required if a project solely intends to provide incentives to students serving as research
subjects without additional training requirements or duties. This solicitation specific required plan is separate and
distinct from the mentoring plan required by the PAPPG for proposals that request funding to support
postdoctoral scholars or graduate students.

Note for Planning and Conference Proposals: Please note that all planning and conference proposal submissions
should adhere to the relevant guidelines, including restrictions on the length of the Project Description, given in the
PAPPG. See Section II, Program Description, for additional information.

B. Budgetary Information

Cost Sharing:

Inclusion of voluntary committed cost sharing is prohibited.

Other Budgetary Limitations:

Collaborative Funding for non-HSIs:

The HSI:ELPSE ;solicitation welcomes collaborative proposals. If collaboration involves non-lead institutions that
are not HSIs, they must be included as a subaward (PAPPG Chapter II.E.3.a). Collaborative proposals involving
non-HSIs must not be submitted as Collaborative Proposals from Multiple Institutions (PAPPG Chapter II.E.3.b).

HSI:ELPSE project funds may not be used for:

Student scholarships (please see the S-STEM, SFS, or Robert Noyce Teacher Scholarship programs for scholarships
for students).

Equipment or instrumentation that does not significantly improve instructional capability

Teaching aids (e.g., films, slides, projectors, "drill and practice" software).

Vehicles, trailers, laboratory furnishings, or general utility items such as office equipment, benches, tables, desks,
chairs, storage cases, and routine supplies.

Maintenance equipment and maintenance or service contracts.

Modification, construction, or furnishing of laboratories or other buildings.

Installation of equipment or instrumentation (as distinct from the on-site assembly of multi-component
instruments--which is an allowable charge).
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In accordance with 2 CFR § 200.413, the salaries of administrative and clerical staff should normally be treated as indirect
costs (F&A). Direct charging of these costs may be appropriate only if all the conditions specified in 2 CFR § 200.413 are
met.

Budget Preparation Instructions:

Budgetary Information: Budgets and budget justifications submitted to this solicitation should reflect an equitable
distribution of funds based on the proposed scope of the project. All budget requests must be consistent with the
proposed scope and duration of the project in its track and cannot exceed the maximum permitted in its track. Proposers
to the HSI:ELPSE solicitation should provide a budget for each year of support requested. The following additional
requirements also apply:

Required Travel for PI Meeting: All proposals should budget for representatives of the project's PI team to
attend biannual HSI program PI meeting throughout the life of the project. Collaborative proposals should include
funds for at least one team member from each collaborating institution to participate in these meetings.

Student Financial Support: Financial support, such as salaries and stipends, may be provided to student
participants in the HSI:ELPSE solicitation. Financial support, however, may only be provided to students who are
U.S. citizens, nationals, or permanent residents.

Professional Development Support: In proposals that involve professional development workshops, reasonable
travel and subsistence costs (lodging and meals) during the workshop may be included in the project budget.
Funds may also be requested for a reasonable stipend for participants. These funds should be described in the
budget justification.

Evaluation: All IEP proposal budgets must include funds for project evaluation commensurate with the work
described in the evaluation plan. Planning proposals may also include funds for evaluation as needed. Institutions
that require a competitive bid process for external evaluators should mention the requirement in the project
description, particularly if that requirement precludes naming a specific evaluator in the submission.

Budget Guidelines for EI Proposals: The following guidelines are in effect for EI proposals.

At most 10% of the proposal budget, including indirect costs, may be devoted to training activiti�













https://www.nsf.gov/publications/pub_summ.jsp?ods_key=pappg


Research.gov Help Desk e-mail: rgov@nsf.gov

For questions relating to Grants.gov contact:

Grants.gov Contact Center: If the Authorized Organizational Representatives (AOR) has not received a
confirmation message from Grants.gov within 48 hours of submission of application, please contact via
telephone: 1-800-518-4726; e-mail: support@grants.gov.

IX. Other Information

The NSF website provides the most comprehensive source of information on NSF Directorates (including contact
information), programs and funding opportunities. Use of this website by potential proposers is strongly encouraged. In
addition, "NSF Update" is an information-delivery system designed to keep potential proposers and other interested
parties apprised of new NSF funding opportunities and publications, important changes in proposal and award policies
and procedures, and upcoming NSF Grants Conferences. Subscribers are informed through e-mail or the user's Web
browser each time new publications are issued that match their identified interests. "NSF Update" also is available on
NSF's website.

Grants.gov provides an additional electronic capability to search for Federal government-wide grant opportunities. NSF
funding opportunities may be accessed via this mechanism. Further information on Grants.gov may be obtained at
https://www.grants.gov.

About The National Science Foundation

The National Science Foundation (NSF) is an independent Federal agency created by the National Science Foundation Act
of 1950, as amended (42 USC 1861-75). The Act states the purpose of the NSF is "to promote the progress of science;
[and] to advance the national health, prosperity, and welfare by supporting research and education in all fields of science
�elds of science





 Building the Future Investing in Innovation and Discovery: NSF Strategic Plan 2018-2022.
https://www.nsf.gov/publications/pub_summ.jsp?ods_key=nsf18045

 National Science Foundation Strategic Plan. https://www.nsf.gov/publications/pub_summ.jsp?ods_key=nsf22068

 Hispanic-Serving Institutions Division - Home Page. https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ope/idues/hsidivision.html

 National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine. (2019). Minority serving institutions: America's underutilized
resource for strengthening the STEM workforce. National Academies Press.

 Núñez, A.M., 2014. Advancing an intersectionality framework in higher education: Power and Latino postsecondary
opportunity. In Higher education: Handbook of theory and research (pp. 33-92). Springer, Dordrecht.
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Plain language

National Science Foundation, 2415 Eisenhower Ave Alexandria, VA 22314
Tel: (703) 292-5111,
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